Lecture #9 – Cortés and the Conquest of Mexico

Summary
In this class we return to a Spanish perspective, narrating the story of Hernán Cortés and the conquest of Mexico.

Vocabulary

Hernán Cortés
Jerónimo de Aguilar
Doña Marina
Bernal Díaz
Cempoalans
Tlaxcalans
Cholulans
Mexica
Montezuma
Pedro de Alvarado
Cuauhtemoc


Outline
Prologue: From Caribbean to Mainland: Early Spanish Forays into Mexico

Cortés and the Conquest of Mexico
Life and Legacies of Hernán Cortés (1485-1547)
	Cortés Expedition to the Mainland
On the Verge of Arrest Cortés Sets Out from Cuba (January 1519)
		Communicating in Maya and Nahuatl: Jeronimo de Aguilar and Doña Marina
		Founding of Veracruz
		March to Tenochtitlan
			Exploiting Divisions and Winning Over Native Allies
				Cempoalans, Tlaxcalans, Cholulans
				Bernal Díaz’s Story of Cortés and the Aztec Tax Collectors 
		Initially Friendly Arrival at Tenochtitlan (November 1519)
			Kidnapping Montezuma
			Returning to Veracruz and Winning Over a New Spanish Expedition
			Aztecs Rise up Against the Spanish (June 1520)
				The “Noche Triste”: Spanish Flight from Tenochtitlan (30 June 1520)
		Spanish Lay Siege to Tenochtitlan (1521)
			Capture of Cuauhtemoc and Surrender of Tenochtitlan (13 August 1521)

Epilogue: Poetry of Nezahualcoytol: “Not Forever on Earth, Only a Little While Here”
			
				
			
			
		 



